By Eamonn Brady MPSI

Medical Card for over 70s and GP Visit Cards

New over 70’s Medical Card rules

Under new arrangements, everyone aged 70 or over were allowed keep their card after January 1st 2009 unless their gross income exceeds  €700 a week (€36,500 a year) for a single person or €1,400 a week (€73,000 a year) for a couple. The HSE also state that people whose income is over the limit may still get a medical card if their personal or health circumstances cause them severe financial hardship. 

Is there a means test for over 70s?
People who turn 70 will be means tested to establish that their income is under €700/€1,400 a week when applying for a medical card. 

Is it gross income or net income?
Income is any earnings you receive in the form of a pension or through investments or savings. According to the HSE, income assessed is gross income, i.e. income before tax or other deductions. 

What about savings?
It is only the interest earned on savings that is counted as income, not the savings. Income (i.e. interest) from savings up to the first €36,000 for a single person and €72,000 for a couple is not counted.

What if I’m under 70 now and married to someone over 70?
If one member of the couple is aged 70, they will both qualify for a medical card if their income is below €1,400 a week.

Is there a separate application form to apply for the Over 70’s Medical Card after 1st January 2009? 

Yes and application forms are available from this website in the Medical Card Section or from your Local Health Office. There are now 2 Medical Card Application Forms. An MC1A form is for people aged over 70 whose income is below the €700/1400 income limit. An MC1 is for those aged 18-69 and people aged over 70 whose income is above the limits above.
European Union Entitlement
If you belong to one of the following three groups, you will get a Medical Card under EU Regulations. Firstly if are living in Ireland and receiving a social security payment from another European Union /European Economic Area (EU/EEA) country or Switzerland and you are not getting an Irish social welfare payment (Apart from Child Benefit or Early Childcare Supplement). You must not be liable to contribute to the Irish Social Welfare System (i.e. PRSI). Secondly if you are living in Ireland and working in another EU/EEA country or Switzerland and are liable to pay Social Insurance Contributions in that country. Thirdly, if you are living in Ireland and you are the dependent spouse or child of someone employed in another EU/EEA country and Switzerland. You must not be getting an Irish Social Welfare Payment apart from Child Benefit or Early Childcare Supplement and you must not be liable to contribute to the Irish social welfare system.

The following countries are currently members of the EU: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and United Kingdom (including Gibraltar).
Countries in the EEA are Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway.

If you are not entitled to a Medical Card you will automatically be assessed for a GP Visit Card. The income guidelines for GP Visit Cards are higher than the Medical Card.

GP Visit Card

GP Visit Cards can allow individuals and families in Ireland to visit their family doctor for free. Only the cost of visits to your family doctor is free; you must pay for prescribed drugs, medicines and other health services similar to others who don’t have a Medical Card. If you are granted a GP Visit Card you should also apply for a Drugs Payment Scheme Card if you don't already have one.

You can apply for a GP Visit Card at any time; you don’t need to wait until a medical need arises.
Income Guidelines for GP Visit Card
The weekly income limit for a GP Visit Card if you are a single person is €276 (or €246 if you live with family). The limit for married or cohabiting couples (or lone parents with dependent children) is €400. This limit increases for each dependent child in the family. These limits are slightly higher for people aged from 66 to 69. An exact breakdown of the income limits can be obtained in Whelehans Pharmacy or at www.whelehans.ie. 
You can also get this information at www.hse.ie or in your local Health Centre.

There are also allowances for certain expenses incurred in respect of childcare costs and rent/mortgage payments. The HSE do not clarify the exact value of accommodation and childcare expenses. They usually have guidelines in each Local Health office area which take local charges into account. Allowances for weekly travel costs to work are assessed as the actual cost of public transport, or mileage at 30 cent per mile (18 cent per km). 
Application forms for a GP Visit Card are available from your local Health Centre, your Local Health Office or on the HSE’s website: www.hse.ie.

If you are not entitled to a Medical Card or a GP Visit Card there are other HSE schemes that you can apply for. You may find these schemes can ease the financial cost of providing medical care for yourself and your family. These schemes are as follows include the Drugs Payment Scheme (caps the amount an individual or family pays for drugs at €120 per month) and the Long-Term Illness Scheme. 
For comprehensive and free health advice and information call in to Whelehans, log on to www.whelehans.ie or dial 04493 34591. You can also e-mail queries to info@whelehans.ie. 
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